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Introduction

People are getting sick!! Doctors don’t know what’s causing this strange illness. You will become a member of a medical investigation team to discover what germ is causing the illness, the effects on the body, how the germ travels, and prevention of this illness. 

Task

You will be one of four investigators on a team. As a team, you will research what germs are, discover what germs do to the body, determine how germs travel, and identify ways to prevent illness. You will then move to the science center to complete the activities there. When you are finished, you will hold a news conference to inform the public of your findings.

Process

Investigator 1

Your job is to research what germs are. Go to resource #1, read about what germs are and what types of germs exist. Be sure to write down your information to report back to your team. You will be responsible for reporting your findings at the news conference.

Investigator 2

Your job is to research what germs do to the body. Go to resource #2, read about the effects germs have on the body. Be sure to write down your information to report back to your team. You will be responsible for reporting your findings at the news conference.

Investigator 3

Your job is to determine how germs travel. Go to resource # 3, click on Infections, read about how germs travel. Be sure to write down your information to report back to your team. You will be responsible for reporting your findings at the news conference.

Investigator 4

Your job is to discover how to prevent illness. Go to resource 3, click on Prevention Convention, read about how to prevent illnesses. Be sure to write down your information to report back to your team. You will be responsible for reporting your findings at the news conference.

When everyone on your investigative team has finished their research, get together to discuss what you have found. Then decide what kind of germ is causing this strange illness.

As a group, view the pictures of germs at www.microbe.org/microbes/what_is.asp.

After viewing the pictures, go to the science center and complete the activities listed.

When your investigative team has finished at the science center, you may begin your final project.

Final Project:

 On a poster draw a picture of the germ you found and add the following information: 

   *the name of this new germ.

   * what this germ does to the body. 



   * how does this germ travel.



   * what is the best way to prevent this illness.

When the poster is complete, notify the teacher that you are ready to give your news conference. 

Resources

Resource # 1, www.kidshealth.org/kid/talk/qa/germs.html
Resource # 2, http://library.thinkquest.org/J002353/how_ts.htm
Resource # 3,www.amnh.org/nationalcenter/infection/index.html
www.microbe.org/microbes/what_is.asp
Books read at the Science Center:

Itchy, Itchy Chickenpox by Grace MacCarone

Germs! Germs! Germs!  By Bobbi Katz

Germs Make Me Sick by Wendy Wakefield Ferrin

Why I Sneeze, Shiver, Hiccup, and Yawn by Melvin Berger

Science Center Activities:

1. Each student will read one of the above mentioned books.

2. Each group will make a list of signs that you are sick.

3. Each group will explore how germs travel.

4. Each group will explore an illness prevention activity.

Evaluation

Rubric: 

	
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	 Germ facts found
	Found one fact on the assigned germ topic.
	Found two facts on assigned germ topic.
	Found three facts on assigned germ topic.
	Found more than 3 facts on the assigned germ topic.
	

	 

Presentation of information at news conference
	Experienced difficulty explaining one fact clearly during the news conference.
	Omitted 2 facts found about assigned germ topic during news conference.
	Omitted 1 fact found about assigned germ topic during news conference.
	Presented all information found during news conference.
	

	 

Poster 
	Did not contribute to the poster.
	Contributed some information found on assigned germ topic.
	Contributed all information found on the assigned topic.
	Contributed more than own information on topic.
	

	 

Group Participation
	Did not demonstrate cooperation skills at all.
	Demonstrated cooperation skills some of the time.
	Demonstrated cooperation skills most of the time.
	Demonstrated cooperation skills all the time.
	


Conclusion
Now that you have completed this webquest you should have a better understanding of what germs are, what they do to our bodies, how they travel, and how to prevent getting ill. Your new found knowledge of germs will be helpful in leading you toward good physical health. What other things did you learn while working on this webquest?

**Suggestion for implementation: This webquest could be teacher directed according to the diversity of the classroom. For more information or questions contact Rita Freiermuth at www.rdfry75@yahoo.com 

